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 01 25 00-1 Substitutions and Product Options 

01 25 00 – SUBSTITUTIONS & PRODUCT OPTIONS 
 
PART 1 - GENERAL 
 
1.01 DESCRIPTION  

 
A. This Section specifies need to align with OUS contract form B-2 article 4 and OUS 

General Conditions form B-8 article B.19 for the work in relation to substitutions and 
product options. 

 
1.02 REQUESTS FOR SUBSTITUTIONS  

 
A. Requests for substitution of products in place of those specified shall be in accordance 

with Instructions to Bidders, Division B, and as specified herein. 
 

1.03 CONTRACTOR'S RESPONSIBILITIES  
 
A. Investigate proposed products and determine that they are equal or superior in all respects 

to products specified.   
 
B. Provide same guarantee for accepted substitutions as for products specified. 
 
C. Coordinate installation of accepted substitutions into the Work, making such changes as 

may be required for the Work to be complete in all respects. 
 
D. Waive all claims for additional costs related to substitutions which consequently become 

apparent. 
 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 
 
2.01 SUBSTITUTION REQUIREMENTS DURING THE BIDDING PERIOD  

 
A. Submit two (2) copies of the following information with each request to the Architect: 

1. CSI substitution request form. 
 
2. Itemized comparison of proposed substitution with product or method specified. 
 
3. Complete data on each material and system for this project only, substantiating 

compliance of proposed substitution with the Contract Documents. 
 
4. Complete evidence including test numbers and supporting reports indicating 

compliance with referenced standards. 
 
5.  A statement from the materials Manufacturers stating that warrantee 

requirements specified are acceptable and that such a warrantee shall be issued 
upon successful completion of the project. 
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6. A set of Details for these projects clearly indicating specific deviations proposed 
for the substitution.  Copies of the Drawings and Details within this Project 
Manual shall be used for this purpose.  Any and all deviations shall be indicated. 

 
7.  Copies of related Specification Sections within the Project Manual clearly 

marked to indicate all deviations in materials, products, and methods specified.  
Any and all deviations shall be indicated. 

 
8. Samples of all materials and products including accessories, anchors, and similar 

items. 
 

B. All substitutions request shall be received in the Architects’ office on less than three (3) 
calendar days before Bid Opening.  Requests received after this date will not be 
considered. 

 
 

2.02 SUBSTITUTIONS REQUESTED AFTER AWARD OF CONTRACT  
 

A. Substitutions will normally not be considered after date of Contract, except when 
required, due to unforeseen circumstances.  Within a period of thirty (30) days after date 
of Contract, the Owner may, at its option, consider formal written requests for 
substitution of products in place of those specified, when submitted in accordance with 
the requirements stipulated herein.  To receive consideration, one or more of the 
following conditions must be documented in any such request. 

 
1. The substitution is required for compliance with final interpretation of code 

requirements or insurance regulations. 
 
2. The substitution is required due to unavailability of a specified product, through 

no fault of the Contractor. 
 
3.  The substitution is required because subsequent information disclosed the 

inability of the specified product to perform properly or to fit in the designated 
space. 

 
4. The substitution is required because it has become clearly evident, in the 

judgment of the Owner, that a substitute would be substantially in the best 
interest of the Owner in terms of cost, time, or other considerations. 

 
2.03 SUBSTITUTIONS NOT PERMITTED  
 

A. They are indicated or implied on shop drawings or product data submitted without first 
requesting approval thereof in accordance with requirements of this Section. 

 
B. Acceptance will require substantial revision of the Contract Documents, except as 

allowed by Paragraph 2.02, above. 
 
 

2.04 PRODUCT OPTIONS  
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 01 25 00-3 Substitutions and Product Options 

 
A. For products specified only by referenced standards, provide products by any 

Manufacturer meeting standards specified. 
 

B. For products specified by naming one or more products, provide any product named.  If 
certain conditional requirements are stipulated, each product must comply with those 
requirements.  Products not specifically named must be approved prior to bidding.  
Requests for approval of substitutions are subject to meeting requirements stipulated 
above. 

 
C. For products specified by naming a product to match existing products or systems, 

provide product of the same name.  There is no option and no substitution will be 
allowed. 

 
 

PART 3 - EXECUTION 
Not Used 
 
 
 

END OF SECTION 





 

 

SUBSTITUTION 
REQUEST 

(During the Bidding Phase)  
 
Project:       
 

      
 
To:        
 

      
 
Re:       

Substitution Request Number:       
 
From:        
 
Date:        
 
A/E Project Number:       
 
Contract For:       
  

 
Specification Title:         Description:        
 

  Section:        Page:         Article/Paragraph:        
  
 
Proposed Substitution:       
Manufacturer:        Address:      Phone:       
Trade Name:        Model No.:       
 
Attached data includes product description, specifications, drawings, photographs, and performance and test data adequate for evaluation 
of the request; applicable portions of the data are clearly identified. 
 
Attached data also includes a description of changes to the Contract Documents that the proposed substitution will require for its proper 
installation. 
  
 
The Undersigned certifies: 
• Proposed substitution has been fully investigated and determined to be equal or superior in all respects to specified product. 
• Same warranty will be furnished for proposed substitution as for specified product. 
• Same maintenance service and source of replacement parts, as applicable, is available. 
• Proposed substitution will have no adverse effect on other trades and will not affect or delay progress schedule. 
• Proposed substitution does not affect dimensions and functional clearances. 
• Payment will be made for changes to building design, including A/E design, detailing, and construction costs caused by the 

substitution. 
  
 
Submitted by:       
Signed by:       
Firm:       
Address:       

      
Telephone:       
  
 
A/E s REVIEW AND ACTION 
 

 Substitution approved - Make submittals in accordance with Specification Section 01330. 
 Substitution approved as noted - Make submittals in accordance with Specification Section 01330. 
 Substitution rejected - Use specified materials. 
 Substitution Request received too late - Use specified materials. 

 
Signed by:       Date:       

 
Supporting Data Attached:   Drawings  Product Data  Samples  Tests  Reports           
 
 

 Copyright 1996, Construction SpecificationsInstitute,  
601 Madison Street, Alexandria, VA 22314-1791 

Page    of    September 1996 
 CSI Form 1.5C  






























































































































































































































